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large communal households which are characteristic of
Koulango society, the head of the household sacrifices a goat
in the hut of the oldest woman (the huts of the various
families \vhich compose the household being grouped to-
gether round one or more courts) ; and before the animal's
throat is cut he prays, saying in substance, " O Ancestors,
I offer you this goat in order that you may not draw away
to you any more people of this house " In every village
there is an old woman who particularly represents the
ancestors of the village; and at the Festival of Ancestors,
held in the dry season, the head of the household who is
lucky enough to have this particular old woman in his family
digs a hole in front of her hut and sacrifices a goat over it,
so that the blood runs into the hole, while he prays to the
ancestors to grant offspring, a good crop, plenty, and every-
thing else that the heart of man can desire. For the spirits
of the ancestors are believed to dwell underground, though
sometimes they issue from their subterranean abode and
appear to their descendants in dreams. But they also come
forth to be born again in human form ; for the Koulangos,
like many other Sudanese peoples, believe that new-born
infants are nothing but ancestors come to life again ; and
they identify the particular person thus born again by the
resemblance which the baby bears to him or her. When
two children of a woman have died, and she gives birth to
a third, the newcomer is supposed to be the same child that
died come to life again, and to prevent it from dying a third
time they score the infant with three lines on each side of
its mouth ; though how these marks serve as a life-preserver
is not clear to the ordinary European mind. The Koulangos
also attribute souls to animals, and even to vegetables and
minerals ; in particular, hunters often allege that they are
haunted by the souls of animals which they have killed.
Among the Abrons, at the death of a king or great chief it
used to be customary to sacrifice all his wives and slaves
who did not save themselves by flight; as many as a hundred
persons were commonly put to death on such occasions.
Moreover, every year, on the anniversary of the late king's
death, his successor was wont to sacrifice a slave, an ox, and
a sheep at the grave. All these human butcheries have been
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